


Community
... design flair, experimental, driven, committed, responsive, sustainable, dynamic, innovative, competitive, sensitive, surprising,  fresh,  
challenging,  attentive,  project  control  and  delivery...  



A community building that opens to the public, offering facilities to educate and enhance the ex-
perience of visitors to the woodland

The Working Woodland Centre in Maulden, Bedfordshire is a community building that opens to the public, offering facilities to 
educate and enhance the experience of visitors to the woodland, creating new opportunities and improve the overall image of the 
surrounding area.  

The design has been carefully considered, respecting the natural wildlife and vegetation to ensure a long term solution. The proposed 
building utilises local natural materials to locate and blend into the surrounding context. The exterior of the building consists of 
untreated timber cladding and glass, which is replicated internally. It is designed to adapt to seasonal changes, promoting the 
beauty of timber. The glazed elements provide natural light throughout the building, creating a sense of space. 

A large play area is provided for children and their family, as well as inclusive design to ensure the facilities can be enjoyed by 
all. The centre also benefits from a range of sustainable features such as bio-mass heating, high specification insulation, high 
specification glazing, rainwater harvesting, reed bed sewage system, permeable parking specification, air heat exchanger, wood 
burning stove and organic paints and stains.

Working Woodland Centre



The idea is not only to create a building, but a cultural and community hub enabling a variety of events for all ages and 
backgrounds. 

The focus of the vision is to broaden the established user groups and provide a facility which is available and accessible by all. A 
cultural and social hub for the community to live and enjoy. The building’s function is primarily a protective shell for the new living 
room for the whole region. 

The Parkside Hall includes 3 main spaces as the flexible auditorium and two different sized suites for all kind of activities. The multi-
purpose auditorium with telescoping seating could occupy music, theatre, dance, film performances, dinner events, weddings, 
conferences, sports, rehabilitation, concerts and for all other celebrations with requirements for a 250 sq meter hall. The smaller 
rooms are intended for accommodate smaller groups with similar use intension as in the auditorium. These rooms could be used 
further as school classes, meeting point for nature friends, business suites to name but a few. 

Nicolas Tye Architects believe, that the Building, a event centre on its own in our region, would be an enrichment for Ampthill, its 
inhabitants, for Bedfordshire and its outer boundaries.

New live entertainment and events venue within Ampthill which will become a ‘beacon’ facility within 
Bedfordshire

Parkside Hall



The aim of the project was to transform the physical environment of the bereavement suite for the benefit of the bereaved and the 
frontline staff who care for them. Enhancing both the patient and staff experience of death. 

Enhancing the Healing Environment improves support for the dying and the bereaved in an imaginative way. We want to make the 
emotionally painful time of end of life and bereavement as dignified and supported an experience as possible for patients, their loved 
ones and for the staff who care for them. The scheme has had a dramatic impact on patients and professionals since the King’s Fund 
launched the programme in 2001. 

Our scheme provides a complete modification and revitalisation of the route to and the bereavement suite itself. The walkway in 
between the buildings has become a private memorable journey created through the use of a simple palette of natural textural 
materials, juxtaposed to create a flowing, restful environment. The relocated waiting room leads directly out into a private courtyard 
with feature timber bench, galvanised planter bay with bamboo and a small low level water feature. A sculptural timber wall behind 
the planting creates an organic tactile feel. The interior is simple, fresh and contemporary with natural materials and high quality 
furnishings and lighting.

The aim of the project was to transform the physical environment of the bereavement suite for the 
benefit of the bereaved and the frontline staff who care for them

Bereavement Suite



We were inspired to design a new county badminton facility on the site of the existing facility in Bedfordshire. The brown field site is 
nicely located in a suburban residential area but was lacking as a community focal point. 

The bold simple form seeks to deliver a practical and economical solution for the long term survival of the facility and community 
integration. In form, solidity contrasts transparency and similarly texture is delivered through a contrasting use of natural weathering 
corten cladding set against the purity of sand blasted glazing. The corten will serve to soften the form into the mature foliage of its 
suburban surroundings whilst clearly de-marking it as a public building. The sand blasted glass creates a soft natural light internally, 
avoiding glare but allowing artificial light and movement to be read externally, creating intrigue and connection. 

The resulting building is modest in its scale yet bold with its architectural impact and ideals of community integration.

Solidity contrasts transparency and texture is delivered through a contrasting use of natural 
weathering corten cladding set against the purity of sand blasted glazing

Badminton Centre, Bedfordshire



Nicolas Tye Architects were involved in the two phases of restoring the local drinking and dining 
venue at the adam and eve pub in mill hill, london.

The site is located along the Ridgeway Lane and lies within the Mill Hill Conservation area. The first phase involved a complete 
refurbishment and internal modification of the existing property. The second phase involved the design of a rear extension to the 
existing pub in order to create more space to facilitate additional dining and drinking facility and to create a direct link with the 
garden space. 

The rear extension provides additional seating space which opens up to the rear garden. The clients are keen to improve the existing 
pub and provide a good ambience in the pub for the local residence, yet respecting the character of the conservation area. 

The proposed scheme includes a free flowing ground floor bar area, with the more intimate private function rooms located on the 
first floor and a manager’s flat at the top floor. The open plan ground floor along with high quality internal fittings create a relaxing yet 
sophisticated venue for the local community to enjoy.

The pub has since opened for business and has became a popular place where the local community meet and enjoy on a regular 
basis.

Adam and Eve Pub, Mill Hill



By integrating glazed ‘links’ and circular apertures to the roof and rear elevation, the interior of the 
building comes ‘alive with light’ at all times of the day

Our site, located near Billericay, Essex is the focus for a new iconic International Meditation Centre, set adjacent to the footprint of 
the existing run down and outgrown structure, with new landscaping and upgraded parking and access facilities.

The design of the meditation building was largely generated by the spatial requirements that needed to be met. This was explored 
in a way that offered efficiency of space whilst creating a high quality contemporary design within a forestry environment. 

In response to these requirements, the development is designed as three main zones- entrance rooms, meditation hall and relics. 
The roof line reflects these requirements. It was also critical that the design should incorporate a significant amount of glass to enable 
as much natural light to enter as possible. This has been carefully dealt with through the integration of various methods of glazing 
treatments to ensure privacy where necessary from the parking area and the roadside and minimise solar gain to the flank elevations. 
By integrating glazed ‘links’ and circular apertures to the roof and rear elevation, the interior of the building comes ‘alive with light’ at 
all times of the day, with an ever changing experience as the sun moves across the site. 

The scale of the building is visually controlled by the use of glass and a sensitive palette of subdued materials that evoke a sensitive 
a form with great delicacy for its size. Landscaping also assists to soften the building form and help root it within its setting.

Meditation Centre



A rhythmical, simple facetted facade with timber framed primary structure and elegant glazing 
providing a welcoming facade to this existing building.

A glowing and inviting extension to an existing established complex providing a new welcoming entrance and circulation connections 
to the entire 18,000m2 facility. The scheme also provided a new health club, studios, gym, sauna, spa and was constructed as a 
phased solution to allow the continued use of the facilities throughout construction.

project completed with orms

Beau Sejour, Guernsey



Working with the local community, local authority and local craftsmen we were co-ordinating 
agents for the specification and overview to this local community project. 

Using natural materials and a series of appropriate themes of design, hard landscaping, soft landscaping and elegant lighting brings 
this important element of the town to the forefront of the local community.

Natural materials and a series of appropriate themes of design, hard landscaping, soft 
landscaping and elegant lighting brings this important element of the town to the forefront of the 
local community

Community War Memorial 



Stepping Stones- Community Centre
Refurbishment to the facade was required to enhance its position in the locale whilst light 
refurbishment to the remaining building for a low budget

Located in the heart of this town centre a local community drop in centre for mothers (and children) helps to provide help and support 
and a safe haven for mothers of all ages and their children. This drop in centre provides counselling, child care, support and training 
to mothers within the local community.

The existing building sits in a conservation area and has an elegant street listed facade. Refurbishment to the facade was required 
to enhance its position in the locale whilst light refurbishment to the remaining building for a low budget provide a rejuvenation to this 
building to make it a highly successful solution.

Full refurbishment of the internal space with some modifications of the layout and finish was required to bring the building up to the 
required standards.




